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Community Outreach: "Know Your
Rights" workshops aim to educate

Medical News: Tongue reconstruction f%
benefits patients with mouth cancer
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Washington People: Consuelo Wilkins
is at the forefront of Alzheimer's research
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Discovery
Scientists learn how to grow cells
that suppress immune responses
discovered a protein known as
CD46 on cell surfaces. Usually
this protein protects cells from
School of Medicine rebeing destroyed by a composearchers have discovered
how to grow a little-undernent of the immune system
known as complement.
stood type of human immune
In the more recent study,
cell known as T-regulatory cells
Kemper and her colleagues
type 1 (Trl).
found that stimulating CD46
The cells are thought to turn
and a second cell-surface moleoff unnecessary immune reaccule — known as T-cell receptions and to block the action of
tor — caused certain kinds of
immune cells that otherwise
immune cells called T lymphowould attack the body and
cytes to grow, divide and give
cause dangerous inflammation.
off a substance known as interThe findings were reported
leukin-lO(IL-lO).
in the Jan. 23 issue of the jourThe team established the
nal Nature.
finding by growing Trl cells in
"T-regulator cells have
culture dishes for several days,
become an important area of
drawing off some of the fluid
immunology," said study leader
bathing the cells and adding
John P. Atkinson, M.D., the
that fluid to other dishes conSamuel B. Grant Professor of
taining activated, proliferating
Medicine and professor of
infection-fighting
molecular microbiology. "But
T cells. The fluid, which
no one has known how
to grow them in the lab
contained IL-10 prooratory. These findings
duced by the Trl cells,
shut down the growth
will let that promising
research move forward.'
and activity of the
Research using laboT cells.
ratory-grown Trl cells
"That was a very
good day," Kemper said.
could lead to new treat"IL-10 is the classic
ments for autoimmune
substance that supdiseases such as lupus
presses the action and
and rheumatoid arthri- Atkinson
proliferation of other
tis and for organ rejecimmune cells."
tion following transplantation.
The investigators next want
The research also could provide
to study how CD46 triggers
a better understanding of
production of IL-10 and to betmeasles, meningitis and other
ter define the population of
infectious diseases.
cells that give rise to Trl cells.
"We now can take a blood
They also want to explore how
sample from someone's arm,
culture selected cells from that
viruses, including those that
sample and a few days later
cause measles, meningitis and
have a nice population of Therpes, interact with CD46.
"It's tempting to think that
regulatory cells," said first
author Claudia Kemper, Ph.D.,
these pathogens dock with
a postdoctoral fellow in
CD46 because it causes some
Atkinson's laboratory. "To be
cells to produce IL-10, which
able to manipulate the activity
would suppress the action of
nearby immune cells and
of Trl cells for future therapeuhelp the pathogen survive,"
tic use relies heavily on knowKemper said. "We can investiing the factors required for
gate such questions because we
their differentiation and
can now grow these cells in the
function."
laboratory."
In 1985, Atkinson's team
BY DARRELL

E. WARD

' Super Ad BOWl" MVPS (From left) Bryce McTavish, chief client officer of local advertising
agency Zipatoni, and Zipatoni President Jim Holbrook discuss the best and worst Super Bowl
advertisements with Olin School of Business first-year master of business administration student
Ellie Blankenship and Ambar Rao, Ph.D., the Fossett Distinguished Professor of Marketing, at the
Charles F. Knight Executive Education Center during the big game Jan. 26. The third annual Olin
Marketing Association event was sponsored by 3M, Anheuser-Busch Cos., Frito-Lay and The
Coca-Cola Co. Those at the event tabbed Reebok's "Terry Tate — Office Linebacker" spot, in
which an overzealous employee has a unique way of righting the wrongs of inconsiderate
co-workers, as this year's best Super Bowl ad. Anheuser-Busch's Budweiser "Instant Replay" ad,
with the brewery's world-famous Clydesdales waiting impatiently in the middle of their football
game as a zebra-referee reviews a play, came in second.

University launches 40th annual A&E Council fund drive
BY LIAM OTTEN

Former Secretary of Education
Richard Riley once noted that
the arts powerfully nurture
"imaginative, flexible and
tough-minded thinking."
Recent national studies by
the National Endowment for
the Arts concur, showing that
young people who participate in
after-school arts programs are
four times more likely to be recognized for academic achievement; four times more likely to
participate in a math and science fair; and three times more
likely to be elected to class
office.
Of course, the Arts &
Education (A&E) Council of
Greater St. Louis has known all
this for 40 years.
Since 1963, the A&E Council
— which does not receive government support and relies

solely on donations from local
individuals and institutions —
has raised more than $63 million to support hundreds of St.
Louis-area arts, cultural and
educational organizations. Last
year alone, A&E raised more
than $2 million for arts and arts
education programs across the
metro region.
University employees are
again being asked to contribute
to the A&E Council's annual
fund drive.
"Every day, in schools and
neighborhoods across our community, someone is being
engaged by the arts," Chancellor
Mark S. Wrighton wrote in a
letter to University employees.
"Some sit in the audience and
watch great performances while
others perform or create their
own works of art. Either way,
we are a better community.
"For 40 years, the Arts &

Education Council has been
helping St. Louisans enjoy and
experience the arts and see the
world in new, creative ways,"
Wrighton continued. "For all of
those 40 years, the Washington
University community has been
one of the most generous contributors to the campaign. I
hope that we will once again be
able to make the kind of contribution that represents our commitment to the importance of
the arts in our region."
Faculty and staff will receive
Wrighton's letter next week,
along with a packet of information about this year's campaign,
called "Keep Art Happening,"
and a pledge card that explains
how contributions are used and
the benefits to those who contribute.
The University, which raised
more than $25,000 last year, has
See A&E Council, Page 7

Plant biologists track changes in genetic diversity
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

Allison Miller, with help from a local assistant in the town of El Aguacate in Jalisco
in western Mexico, presses several jocote samples that will be dried and preserved in herbaria (museums of dried plants) in the United States and Mexico.

When plants are taken out of the wild and
cultivated for the market, they lose
much of their genetic diversity. Genetic variation provides the foundation for the evolution of species; in cultivated plants, it allows
breeding of more resistant plants, important
to the sustainability of agriculture.
Plant biologists at the University and
the Missouri Botanical Garden are tracking
changes in the amount of genetic diversity
in a Central American crop, jocote
(ho-CO-tay), a fruit tree in the same family
as mangoes, pistachios and cashews.
Jocotes are eaicn fresh, stewed or used
to make beverages.
Jocotes are an ideal system for examining changes in genetic variation during
domestication because within this single
species, several stages of domestication are
represented. The trees are cultivated in

orchards, in back yards and in living fences
(made from living trees instead of poles or
pieces of wood).
In addition, natural jocote populations
are found growing in the tropical dry
forests of Mexico and Central America.
Allison Miller, a graduate student in
biology in Arts & Sciences, Peter Raven,
Ph.D., the Engelmann Professor of Botany
and director of the Missouri Botanical
Garden, and Barbara A. Schaal, Ph.D., the
Spencer T Olin Professor in Arts &
Sciences, are measuring changes in genetic
variation associated with the domestication
of jocotes.
The project is supported by the National
Science Foundation, the Organization for
Tropical Studies, the Botanical Society of
America, a Washington University graduate
fellowship and a Mellon Foundation Grant
to the Missouri Botanical Garden.
See Genetics Page 7
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Using money wisely
University tops charity list of consistently excellent organizations
BY BARBARA REA

Online

Charity Navigator, a national organization devoted to
providing in-depth, objective analysis of U.S. nonprofit
organizations, has ranked
Washington University first in
its Top 10 List of consistently
excellent charitable-giving
organizations.
According to Charity
Navigator's Web site, the evaluation is based on two consecutive sets of fiscal-year data.
From this information, it
named the University the best
nonprofit institution in the
country for using its financial
resources wisely.
The University is in good
company as it tops the list.
Completing the top 10 are
New York University, Give Kids
the World, YWCA of Seattle —
King County/Snohomish
County, Columbia University,
Boys & Girls Clubs of America,
the Center for Community
Self-Help, the University of
Notre Dame, The 92nd Street
Y and the Academy Foundation.
"It's wonderful to receive
recognition by Charity
Navigator for our excellence in
fiscal responsibility," Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton said.
"Our team has worked hard
and creatively to be both effi-

For a complete listing of more than
1,700 evaluated nonprofit organizations, go to Chanty Navigator's Web
site, charitynavigator.org.

cient and effective, and the
resources developed have been
vital to the advance of our education, research and service
mission.
"People give to organizations that they believe in and
that will use their money wisely. This has always been a hallmark of Washington University
and a defining element in all
our donor opportunities."
Charity Navigator is a 501
(c)(3) organization created in
2001 to provide a guide to
intelligent giving.
It evaluates more than 1,700
organizations, judged on these
criteria:
(1) Tax status: Only taxexempt organizations with a
501 (c)(3) status;
(2) Financial support: Only
organizations that seek support
from individuals;
(3) Diversity: Only organizations that provide a variety
of programs;
(4) Geographic location:
Organizations located throughout the United States; and

(5) Size: The largest groups
that appeal to vast networks of
individuals.
Besides maintaining lists
and giving "good marks" to the
successful nonprofit organizations, Charity Navigator publishes educational guides on
charities. Additionally, it advises organizations at risk of
financial failure.
It exists primarily to provide
unbiased information for the
giver and to raise the level of
accountability for the nonprofit
sector.
On its Web site, Charity
Navigator provides the following statement:
"We think our country's
largest nonprofit organizations
should be treated with the
same level of accountability as
publicly traded for-profit companies. We think that charities
are the key to this country's
future.
"Our government is getting
smaller, our societies more
polarized and insular. For this
country to stay great, we will be
dependent on charities to provide the services we need.
"And those charities will be
dependent on the individual
giver. And the giver deserves to
be treated like his dollar is valued and this marketplace is
serious. When that is done, we
all win."

Newman Center gala replaces traditional brunch
BY SUSAN KILLENBERG MCGINN

A St. Louis tradition for 48
years is putting on a new
face this year.
The annual brunch benefiting the Catholic Student Center
at Washington University is
being transformed into an
evening gala to be held Feb. 22
at the Frontenac Hilton, 1335
S. Lindbergh Blvd.
Billed as the "first fabulous
Newman Gala" — with a Mardi
Gras theme — the event will
begin with cocktails and a silent
auction at 5:30 p.m. and also
includes dinner, dancing and an
oral auction. The fund-raiser is
considered a vital source of
support for the center, which
aims to form students intellec-

tually, morally, socially and spiritually through education, service
and a worshipping community.
Among the items being auctioned are four tickets to the
Saint Louis Symphony with
Itzhak Perlman conducting; a
New York Theater Feast for
Two; four tickets to a St. Louis
Cardinals baseball game with
a VIP field visit; and a day of
golf and lunch at Bellerive
Country Club.
The Rev. Gary G. Braun is
director of the center, also
known as the Newman Center,
which provides religious programs, leadership training, counseling services and social activities for Washington University
students of all denominations.
The center, at 6352 Forsyth

Blvd., also offers instruction
in Catholic theology and philosophy.
Students associated with the
center participate in many social
service and learning activities,
including discussions on current social justice issues, attending lecture series and volunteering through local, national and
international organizations.
Alumni Daniel and Sheena
Backman are co-chairs of the
gala committee. Individual tickets to the gala are $95. For sponsorship information or for
reservations, contact Linda
Domeyer, development director,
at 935-9191, ex. 202, or at
domeyer@washucsc.org.
The deadline to sign up is
Feb. 10.

PICTURING OUR PAST

(From left) Jennings High School freshman Chermaine Ragland,
Clayton High School junior Candice LaCurtis and their mother,
Doris Boulton Steed of Jennings, discuss legal issues with thirdyear law student Ebony Woods and Arts & Sciences senior Natalie
Chalabi at a recent "Know Your Rights Workshop" held for the
Jennings High School Parent Teacher Student Organization.

Workshops raise awareness
of our constitutional rights
question-and-answer sessions to
examine situations in which they
Arts & Sciences senior Natalie
may interact with police.
Chalabi and third-year law
"What struck me in every
student Ebony Woods are helpworkshop was the uneasiness that
ing educate the St. Louis compeople felt toward law-enforcemunity about its constitutional
ment officials," said Chalabi, who
rights.
became involved with the workThe "Know Your Rights
shops through her internship
Workshops" that they conduct
with the ACLU-EM. "One of the
aim to educate individuals on
primary goals of the workshop
their rights and responsibilities
was to break down these negative
when dealing with law-enforceperspectives and promote a more
ment officials.
positive relationship with the
The project is a joint effort
police and the courts."
between the American Civil
The workshop also touched
Liberties Union of Eastern
on the participants' attitudes
Missouri (ACLU-EM) and the
and experiences they have had
American Friends Service
when interacting with law
Committee.
enforcement.
At a recent workshop for the
In addition to providing parParent Teacher Student
ticipants with legal information,
Organization at Jennings High
the workshop gave practical
School, Chalabi and Woods
knowledge about body language
focused on the Fourth and Fifth
and attitude.
amendments of the
"As a pre-law student, this has
Constitution and how these
been a great way for me to witrights apply to interactions with • ness how law directly affects
the police.
individuals on a daily basis,"
Among the topics the
Chalabi said. "In every workUniversity students presented
shop, students, teachers and parwere what constitutes a legal
ents bring up new issues, which
search of a person and a person's
Ebony and I then integrate into
home; how to file a complaint
future sessions."
against police; whether police
University law students will
can lie while interrogating a percontinue to conduct Know Your
son; how long people can be
Rights Workshops in other
detained by police; and how peo- St. Louis area schools. Woods has
ple should conduct themselves
held Know Your Rights facilitator
when pulled over by police.
training workshops for the Black
"This is a wonderful opporLaw Students Association, the law
tunity for law students to learn
school's ACLU chapter and the
more about the communities we Civil Rights and Community
will serve," said Woods, who
Justice Clinic.
became involved with the proThe Jennings workshop was
gram when she worked at the
so well received that the
ACLU-EM and remained
University students have been
involved through the School of
asked to give a workshop for the
Law's Civil Rights and
high school's student body.
Community Justice Clinic. "We
"These 'street law' workshops
have the opportunity to empow- are a great way for students,
er people to exercise their conespecially law students, to
stitutional rights."
embrace their roles as leaders in
During the workshop, faculty,
the community," said Karen L.
parents and students from the
Tokarz, J.D., professor of law and
high school participated in roledirector of the Civil Rights and
plays, scenario discussions and
Community Justice Clinic.
BY JESSICA

N. ROBERTS

Washington University community news

The 1960s were tumultuous times in the country, and the University had its share of
demonstrations. In 1968, Bill Pollard (center, with megaphone), president of the
Association of Black Collegians, asks white students spilling out of the chancellor's office in Brookings Hall to leave the building. The entire demonstration was
triggered by allegations of campus police brutality, causing 40 African-American
students to occupy police headquarters at Busch Hall. The next day, the students
moved to the accounting area in the basement of North Brookings. After Pollard's
request, most of the 300 white students — who said they were acting in support of
their African-American counterparts — refused to leave, and stayed for three days.
The African-American students remained for six more days.
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School of Medicine Update
New technique for tongue
reconstruction developed
hearts and minds as we do
these surgeries," Haughey said.
The study involved
School of Medicine surgeons
43 patients, average age 58,
have developed new techwho had half or more of their
niques for reconstructing
tongue removed and who
the tongue during surgery for
received tongue reconstruction
mouth cancer.
at the time of surgery.
The researchers found that
The surgeons reconstructed
the new methods often restore
the forward (anterior) portion
a patient's ability to articulate
of the tongue in 30 of the
speech and swallow normal
patients and the base of the
food. The findings are pubtongue in 13 of them.
lished in a recent issue of the
Replacement tongues were
Archives of Otolaryngology.
constructed using folding
"As surgeons, we are most
techniques developed by
concerned about removing all
Haughey and his team to proof the cancer, but we also want
vide the optimum shape, size
to preserve the person's quality
and mobility for speech and
of life," said lead author Bruce
swallowing.
H. Haughey, M.D., associate
In most cases, replacement
professor of otolaryngology.
tongues were fashioned from
"This work strives to improve
tissue taken from the forearm
both."
or thigh.
Each year, about 30,000
Swallowing ability was
Americans develop cancers of
assessed on a
the mouth.
validated
Most are caused
scale. Eightyby tobacco and
four percent
alcohol use, and
"As surgeons, we are of the 38
the tongue" is the
site most often
most concerned about patients tested
for swallowing
affected.
The tongue is removing all of the can- ability were
a complex and
cer, but we also want to able to swallow with mild
specialized
preserve the person's to moderate
organ that perdifficulty,
forms many
quality of life."
enabling them
critical functo meet their
tions, said
nutritional
Haughey, who
requirements
also is a clinical
by mouth
investigator
alone. In other
with the Alvin J.
studies using
Siteman Cancer
alternate
Center at the
tongue reconSchool of
struction
Medicine and
methods,
Barnes-Jewish
50 percent to
Hospital.
BRUCE H. HAUGHEY
62 percent of
It is essential
patients were
for speech and
able to eat
word enunciaregular or soft diets.
tion, and it positions food in
Supervised by an independthe mouth for chewing before
ent speech pathologist,
sweeping it back to the throat
patients were asked to speak 50
for swallowing.
words into a tape recorder to
The tongue's most important
measure speech intelligibility.
function, however, is to protect
The recordings were played
the airway from swallowed food
back to five individuals with
and liquids. Loss of tissue from
no experience interpreting the
the tongue can allow food or
speech of head- and neckliquids to be aspirated into
cancer patients.
the lungs, where it can cause
The scores of the five listenserious and sometimes fatal
ers were averaged and the perpneumonias.
centage intelligibility of proPsychological support is
nunciation was determined for
essential for these patients,
each patient. These were averHaughey said.
aged for an overall score.
"We try to describe before
Patients receiving tonguesurgery how their life will
base replacement had an overchange, but until people walk
all intelligibility score of 98
in these shoes, they don't realize
percent, while those receiving
what impact it will have on
forward-tongue replacement
their function, even with the
had an overall score of 76 permost elaborate instruction,"
cent. Other studies report
he said.
intelligibility at 78 and 40 to
Loss of tissue in the tongue
50 percent, respectively.
can profoundly affect a person's
"This study is just a step
life. The inability to enunciate
along the way," Haughey said,
words prevents people from
"but we hope it will help more
communicating with family
patients with oral cancer
and friends or using the phone
recover the ability to swallow
and has led to job loss.
and speak. The way forward
An inability to safely swalfrom here involves more comlow food requires that a person
plicated approaches such as
eat by means of a stomach
tongue transplantation, which,
tube, which is not only inconfrom our preliminary investivenient but inhibits socializing,
gations, appear technically
especially over food and drink.
successful."
"These things are on our
BY DARRELL

E. WARD

LJ14

Excellent Care (From left) Alan L. Schwartz, Ph.D., M.D., the Harriet B. Spoehrer Professor and
head of the Department of Pediatrics; Lori Luchtman-Jones, M.D., assistant professor of pediatrics; medical assistant Doria Daniels; nurse Mandy Holthaus; and James P. Crane, M.D., associate vice chancellor for clinical affairs, celebrate receiving the first Star Team Award. The Division
of Hematology and Oncology in the Department of Pediatrics received the new School of Medicine
honor, which recognizes the clinical practice site that provides the highest level of patient satisfaction, at a surprise luncheon last week. The award will be given annually to the clinical team that
receives the highest score on patient-satisfaction surveys.

Suppressing immune system reverses blood disease
BY GILA

Z. RECKESS

Treatment with two medications that suppress the
immune system, rituximab and
cyclophosphamide, appears to
have cured one woman of an
otherwise untreatable case of
the blood disease known as
thrombotic thrombocytopenic
purpura (TTP).
The findings support
the theory that TTP is an
autoimmune disease and not
only provide insight into diagnosis and treatment, but also
reveal clues about blood clotting and autoimmune diseases
in general.
"In this particular patient
who did not respond to standard therapy, immunosuppression seems to have been successful," said Morey A. Blinder,
M.D., associate professor of
medicine and of pathology and
immunology. "These results are
promising for others suffering
from similarly resistant cases
of TTP."

Blinder led the study in conjunction with J. Evan Sadler,
M.D., Ph.D., professor of medicine and of biochemistry and
molecular biophysics. Their
findings appeared in the Jan. 21
issue of the journal Annals of
Internal Medicine.
TTP is a blood disorder that
affects an estimated 3,000
Americans every year, most of
whom are women of childbearing age.
Prior to the early 1980s, the
prognosis was grim: The risk of
dying from complications of the
disease such as heart attack or
stroke was as high as 90 percent.
And because the disease is so
rare, it continues to be misdiagnosed and untreated.
Today, most patients who are
diagnosed accurately with TTP
are successfully treated with
plasmapheresis, a procedure in
which an individual's blood is
swapped for healthy blood in a
daily process similar to dialysis
for kidney failure.
But plasmapheresis does not

Osteoporosis medication study needs volunteers
The School of Medicine is
seeking healthy women
to participate in a two-year
clinical research study of an
investigational osteoporosis
medication.
Free osteoporosis screenings
are available to all interested
women ages 55-80 who have
been menopausal for at least

five years and have not taken
hormone-replacement therapy
since May. Participants will be
given an active medication for
osteoporosis and daily vitamin
D and calcium supplements.
All treatments and office visits
are free.
For more information, call
Chris Baldus at 454-8023.

Morey A. Blinder, M.D., examines samples under a microscope.

target the underlying problem,
which is believed to be similar
to autoimmune diseases, in
which the immune system
attacks a person's own tissues.
Therefore, even with daily
plasmapheresis, the disease
returns in about 25 percent of
patients.
In 2000, Sadler's team, in collaboration with investigators at
the University of Washington,
identified a protein in the bloodstream called von Willebrand
factor-cleaving protease and
found that it either is missing or
abnormal in people with TTP,
presumably as a result of disruption by the immune system.
Without it, the von Willebrand factor protein is not regulated and therefore sticks to
itself, forming large clumps, or
blood clots, that often lead to
stroke or heart attack.
"The discovery of this protein really helps us understand
the mechanism of blood clotting in general and how important von Willebrand factor is,"
Blinder said. "Also, we hope to
use this knowledge to develop a
definitive test for TTP so that it
can be more easily diagnosed
and more effectively treated. It
also may be possible to genetically engineer the protein for
infusion, similar to the use of
insulin for diabetes."
To prevent the immune system from destroying or disrupting this essential cleaving protease, the Washington University
team tested two drugs already
shown to suppress the immune
system.
In October 2001, after 19
months of relapsing disease
despite extensive plasmapheresis, the team gave one 42-yearold woman with severe TTP
two drugs, rituximab and
cyclophosphamide, both known
anticancer drugs. Her symptoms
and blood levels improved and
continue to be stable to date.
"This may not be a publichealth issue like AIDS or breast
cancer, but the fact that first this
disease was almost always lifethreatening and now may be
curable is really important,"
Blinder said. "And now that
we're really beginning to understand the disease itself, it will
help us diagnose and treat TTP
and will provide insight into
blood clotting and how immune
diseases work in general."
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University Events

Assembly Series to spotlight University writers
BY BARBARA REA

The University is home to
many distinguished writers,
and the Assembly Series will
feature three of them in a WU
Writers Forum Feb. 5.
The poetry of Mary Jo Bang
and Carl Phillips and the prose
of Richard A. Watson will be
read at 11 a.m. in Graham
Chapel.
Bang, assistant professor of
English in the Creative Writing
Program in Arts & Sciences, is
an award-winning poet. Her
most recent collection of poems,
Louise in Love (2001), received
the Alice Fay di Castagnola
Award from the Poetry Society
of America.
The Downstream Extremity of
the Isle of Swans, also published
in 2001, was one of four books
chosen for inclusion in the
annual University of Georgia
Press Contemporary Poetry
Series. Her first book, Apology for
Want, published in 1997,
received the Bakeless Prize and
the Great Lakes Colleges
Association New Writers Award.
Bang's work has been published in numerous journals,
including The New Yorker, The
New Republic, The Paris Review,
the Partisan Review, Denver
Quarterly and New American
Writing. In addition, her poems
have been published in the

Bread Loaf Anthology and Best
American Poetry (2001 edition).
In 1995 she received a
Discovery/The Nation award,
and in 1999 she received a
Hodder Fellowship from
Princeton University.
Bang currently serves as
poetry editor for the Boston
Review.
Bang earned bachelor's and
master's degrees in sociology
from Northwestern University
and a master of fine arts from
Columbia University.
In addition to her writing,
she is an accomplished photographer.
Phillips, professor of English
and of African and AfroAmerican Studies ajid former
director of the Creative Writing
Program, all in Arts & Sciences,
is the highly acclaimed author
of six collections of poetry.
In the fall, he published Rock
Harbor. The Tether, written in
2001, brought Phillips the prestigious Kingsley Tufts Poetry
Award, which recognizes a poet
in mid-career.
Pastoral (2000) received the
Lambda Literary Award. His
1998 collection, From the
Devotions, was a finalist for the
National Book Award; Cortege,
published in 1995, was a finalist
for the National Book Critics
Circle Award and the Lambda
Literary Award.

Assembly Series
Who: Mary Jo
Bang, Carl Phillips
and Richard A.
Watson
What: WU Writers
Forum
Where: Graham
Chapel

Bang

When: 11 a.m.
Feb. 5
Admission: Free
and open to the
public
Phillips
For more
information, call
935-4620
or go online to
wupa.wustl.edu
/assembly.
Watson

His first collection of poetry,
In the Blood, won the Morse
Poetry Prize.
Phillips' poems, essays and
translations have appeared in
numerous journals, including
The Nation, Atlantic Monthly, The
New Yorker, The Paris Review, and
in several anthologies, including
The Best American Poetry (1994,
1995, 1996, 2000 editions) and
The Best of the Best American

Poetry (1989-1998).
In addition to prestigious literary awards, Phillips has garnered awards and fellowships
from the Guggenheim
Foundation, the National
Endowment for the Humanities, the American Academy of
Arts and Letters and the
Academy of American Poets, to
name a few. He also is the recipient of two Pushcart Prizes.
Phillips joined the University
faculty in 1993, with teaching
stints at Harvard University and
the Iowa Writers' Workshop in
1995 and 1998, respectively.
He earned a bachelor's
degree in classics from Harvard
and two master's degrees, one in
Latin and classical humanities
from the University of
Massachusetts and the other in
creative writing from Boston
University.
"Red" Watson, Ph.D., professor of philosophy in Arts &
Sciences, earned bachelor's,
master's and doctoral degrees in
philosophy from the University
of Iowa, and also a master's
degree in geology from the
University of Minnesota.
He joined the Washington
University faculty in 1964 as an
assistant professor and was promoted to full professor in 1974.
He has published extensively
in Early Modern Philosophy,
Philosophy of Science, Geology and

Environmental Ethics. He has
been a fellow at the Center for
Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences, the
Princeton International Center,
the Camargo Foundation and
the Bogliasco Foundation.
Watson has published 15
books, including three novels:
Under Plowman's Floor, The
Runner and Niagara, the French
translation of which was a candidate for the Prix de
l'Astrolabe at the Saint-Malo
Festival International du Livre
in 1997.
With Roger Brucker, he
wrote a classic book of cave
exploration, The Longest Cave.
Watson's literary-philosophical trilogy — The Philosopher's
Diet: How to Lose Weight &
Change the World; The
Philosopher's Joke: Essays in Form
and Content, and The
Philosopher's Demise: Learning
French — have variously been
translated into seven languages.
His most recent work is
Cogito, Ergo Sum: The Life of
Rene Descartes, the first biography of the father of modern
philosophy written for a general
audience.
All Assembly Series events
are free and open to the public.
For more information, call
935-4620 or visit the Assembly
Series Web site, wupa.wustl.edu
/assembly.

Seeing Clearly * Wif Berlin Babylon • Molecular Warfare
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place at Washington
University Jan. 31-Feb. 13. Visit the Web
for expanded calendars for the Hilltop
Campus (www.wustl.edu/calendar) and the
School of Medicine (medschool.wustl.edu/
calendars.html).

Exhibitions
Contemporary German Art: Recent
Acquisitions. (Continues through
April 20.) Gallery of Art. 935-4523.
Cuba Si: Fragments ot Havana. Photographs by Carl Safe, prof, of architecture.
(Jan. 31: Reception, 5 p.m.; slide presentation, 6:30 p.m.) Continues through
Feb. 21. Givens Hall. 935-6200.
Italian Renaissance Engravings, c. 14701510. (Continues through March 2.)
Gallery of Art. 935-4523.
Made in France: Art From 1945 to the
Present. (Continues through April 20.)
Gallery of Art. 935-4523.

Film
Friday, Jan. 31
7 p.m. Berlin Babylon. Hubertus Siegert,

dir. Presented by the Gallery of Art.
Gallery of Art. 935-4523.

Sunday, Feb. 9
1 p.m. French Film Series. Amelie. JeanPierre Jeunet, dir. Sponsored by the Film
and Media Studies program. Brown Hall
Rm. 100. 935-4056.

Lectures
Friday, Jan. 31
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
"Sudden Infant Death Syndrome: Most
Recent Strategies to Further Reduce
Risk." Bradley Thach, prof, of pediatrics.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
454-6006.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology
Seminar. "Fibroblast Growth Factors and
Activin: Important Players in Tissue
Repair and Cytoprotection." Sabine
Werner, Swiss Federal Inst. of
Technology, Zurich, Switzerland.
Sponsored by the Cancer and
Developmental Biology Program of the
Siteman Cancer Center. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Building, Rm. 426.
362-8737.
4 p.m. Anatomy & Neurobiology Seminar.
"Stress, Neurite Outgrowth, and
Snowball Earth: Coping with a Chilly

Climate." Nancy Baenziger, research
assoc. prof, of anatomy & neurobiology.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 928. 362-7043.

Saturday, Feb. 1
8 a.m.-4 p.m. CME Seminar. "Review
of the 2002 San Antonio Breast
Cancer Symposium." Ritz-Carlton,
100 Carondelet Plaza. For more information and to register: cme.wustl.edu.
362-6891.
11 a.m.-noon. University College
Saturday Seminar Series. "Living in
Troy: Chaucer, Homer, and Wilfred
Owen." David Lawton, prof and chair of
English. McDonnell Hall, Goldfarb Aud.
935-6759. ■

Monday, Feb. 3
10 a.m. Infectious Diseases Special
Seminar. "The Genomics of Fungal
Virulence: How Candida albicans
Escapes the Immune System." Michael
Lorenz, postdoctoral fellow, Whitehead
Inst. for Biomedical Research,
Cambridge, Mass. McDonnell Pediatric
Research Bldg., Rm. 8101. 362-1514.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "To Complement or Not to
Complement: The Existing Paradox."
Hector Molina, asst. prof, of internal
medicine and of pathology & immunology. Eric P. Newman Education Center.
362-2763.

Tuesday, Feb.4

Thursday, Feb. 6

Noon. Molecular microbiology &
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"New Insights into the Molecular Warfare
Conducted Between Arabidopsis the Bacterial Pathogen P. syringae Interaction."
Jean Greenberg, asst. prof, of molecular
genetics & cell biology, U. of Chicago.
Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 935-7284.

Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Phylogenomics
and Dating the Origin of Major Lineages
on the Tree of Life." Carrine Blank, asst.
prof, of earth & planetary sciences.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 823. 362-2139.

Wednesday, Feb. 5
11 a.m. Assembly Series. WU Writers
Forum. Mary Jo Bang, asst. prof, of
English, Carl Phillips, prof, of English, and
Richard Watson, prof, of philosophy.
Graham Chapel. 935-5285.
11 a.m. Siteman Cancer Center
Signaling/Cell Cycle Seminar Series.
Morris Birnbaum, prof, of medicine,
Howard Hughes Medical Inst., U. of Penn.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 426. 454-8566.
4 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular
Biophysics Seminar. "An Unfolded
Protein That Folds in Cells." Gary J.
Pielak, prof, of chemistry, U. of N.C. Cori
Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-0261.
4 p.m. Physics Colloquium. "Solid State
Semiconductor Quantum Computing."
Vladimir Privman, prof, of physics,
Clarkson U., N.Y., and dir., NSF Center for
Quantum Device Technology. (Coffee,
3:30 p.m., Compton Hall, Rm. 245.) Crow
Hall, Rm. 204. 935-6276.

3 p.m. Mechanical Engineering
Sesquicentennial Colloquium. "The
History of Fire." Richard Axelbaum,
assoc. prof, of mechanical engineering.
Cupples II Hall, Rm. 100. 935-6047.
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic
Science Seminar Series. Robert
Weinberg, prof, of biology, Whitehead
Inst. for Biomedical Research, Cambridge,
Mass. Eric P. Newman Education Center.
454-8566.
4 p.m. Physics Seminar. "Nanotechnology:
From Synthesis Nanoparticles to Quantum
Devices." Vladimir Privman, prof, of
physics, Clarkson U., and dir., National
Science Foundation Center for Quantum
Device Technology. (Coffee, 3:45 p.m.)
Compton Hall, Rm. 241. 935-6276.
6:15 p.m. English Lecture. "Modernism,
Sexuality, and Performing the Female
Body: Marianne Moore and Else LaskerSchuler." Cristanne Miller, prof, of
English, Pomona College. Sponsored by
the depts. of English and German, and the
programs in Comparative Literature,
Jewish, Islamic & Near Eastern Studies,
and Women's Studies. Duncker Hall,
Rm. 201, Hurst Lounge. 935-5190.
7 p.m. Spring Sam Fox Arts Center
Lecture. "Post-WWII French Art: After
Abstraction Lyrique." Yve Alain-Bois,
Joseph Pulitzer Jr. Professor of Modern
Art, Harvard U. Co-sponsored by the art
history and archaeology dept. Steinberg
Hall Aud. 935-6200.

Friday, Feb. 7
9 a.m. Association of Women Faculty
Brown Bag Forum. "Safety and SerfDefense for Women." Gwendolyn Patton,
WUSTL police officer. Women's Bldg. Olin
Studio I. 935-4449.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"The Role of LIM Proteins in Cell
Adhesion and Motility." Gregory
Longmore, assoc. prof, of medicine and
of cell biology & physiology. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426.
362-1668.

Saturday, Feb. 8
A Green environment Choreographer Allyson Green (center) leads a Jan. 22 master class with students from the Dance Program
in the Performing Arts Department in Arts & Sciences. Green, a 1983 alumna of the School of Art, was based in New York from 1986
until joining the faculty of San Diego State University in 2001. She and British dancer Ben Wright served as the Dance Program's
2003 Marcus Artists. The annual residency is funded by a gift from Morris D. Marcus, M.D., a dermatologist and professor emeritus in
the School of Medicine, in memory of his wife, Margaret, who was a dancer, teacher and choreographer.

11 a.m.-noon. University College Saturday
Seminar Series. "Utopia, Nostalgia, and
Antimodernism: From Delacroix to
Gauguin." Elizabeth Childs, assoc. prof, of
art history. McDonnell Hall, Goldfarb Aud.
935-6759.

Monday, Feb. 10
Noon. Molecular Biology and

record.wustl.edu

Sports
Basketball continues
record-setting streaks
The No. 1-ranked men's basketball team extended the best start
in club history with two big
home wins Jan. 24 and 26. The
Bears have won a team-record
19 straight University Athletic
Association games, and have
also pushed their team-record
home winning streak to 26. The
weekend started with a huge
74-71 overtime win against
No. 6 Rochester in a battle of
the UAAs top two teams. The
Bears were outrebounded 48-34,
shot just 13 of 27 from the foul
line and played the entire second half without third-leading
scorer Dustin Tylka because of
injury, but rallied for the victory. Regulation ended with the
score tied at 66 after both teams
missed shots to win it in the
final minute. The Yellowjackets
reclaimed the lead at 71-69 midway through the overtime, but
the Bears scored the final five
points to pull out the win. Chris
Jeffries led the Bears with 18
points and eight rebounds The
Bears then made it 16-0 on the
year (5-0 UAA) with a 79-59
win over Carnegie Mellon University Sunday. The Bears held a
31-24 edge at the break, but
exploded in the second half, hitting 15 of their first 16 shots to
build a 67-37 lead. Jeffries again
led the way with 24 points.

Other updates
The No. 1-ranked women's
basketball team improved to
16-0 overall 5-0 in the UAA with
two wins this past week. The
wins improved the Bears' UAA
Pharmacology Research Oept.
Seminar. "Understanding Repolarization
in the Heart: One Potassium Channel at a
Time..." Jeanne Nerbonne, prof, of
molecular biology & pharmacology.
South Bldg., Rm. 3907, Philip
Needleman Library. 362-0183.
Noon-1 p.m. Work, Families & Public
Policy Brown Bag Seminar Series.
"Stressed out on Three Continents: Time
Crunch or Yuppie Kvetching." Daniel
Hamermesh, Edward Everett Hale
Centennial Professor of Economics, U. of
Tx. Eliot Hall Rm. 300. 935-4918.
4 p.m. African & Afro-American Studies
Lecture. "Uncle Tom's Cabin: From Book
to Film." Richard Yarborough, prof, of
English, UCLA. Duncker Hall, Rm. 201,
Hurst Lounge. 935-5690.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Engineering Autoimmunity."
Diane Mathis, distinguished visiting prof,
of immunology. Eric P. Newman
Education Center. 362-2763.
6 p.m. Architecture Monday Night
Lecture Series. "Revolution of Forms."
John Loomis, visiting asst. prof, of architecture, Stanford U. (Reception,
5:30 p.m., Givens Hall.) Steinberg Hall
Aud., 935-6200.

Tuesday, Feb.11
Noon. Molecular Microbiology &
Microbial Palhogenesis Seminar
Series. "Predicting Immune Regulatory
Mechanisms in the Host Response to M.
tuberculosis." Denise Kirschner, assoc.
prof, of microbiology & immunology, U.
of Mich. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-3692.
Noon. Program in Physical Therapy
Research Seminar. "Seeing Clearly:
Computer Vision to Improve Motion
Capture and Analysis." Robert Pless,
asst. prof, of computer science.
4444 Forest Park Bldg., Rm. B108/B109.
286-1404.
4 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Cancer
Genetics Seminar Series. Timothy P.
Fleming, research asst. prof, of surgery.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.
Rm. 426. 454-8566.

Wednesday, Feb. 12
11 a.m. Assembly Series. Benjamin
Youngdahl Lecture. "Now a National
Health Care System for the US?" Steffi
Woolhandler, assoc. prof, of medicine,
Harvard U., co-founder, Physicians for a
National Health Program. Co-sponsored
by Amnesty International. Graham
Chapel. 935-5285.
11 a.m. Public Interest Law Speaker
Series. "Rectifying the Tilt: Equality
Lessons from Religion, Disability, Sexual
Orientation, and Transgender." Chai R.
Feldblum, prof, and dir. of the Federal
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Senior forward Chris Jeffries
penetrates to the hoop in recent
action in the Field House.
Jeffries leads the No. 1-ranked
Bears with 20.4 points per game
and 36 steals on the season.

winning streak to 25 games and
their regular-season streak to
72. Jan. 24, the Bears won the
battle of the unbeatens with a
70-61 victory against the
University of Rochester.
WUSTL led 40-26 at the half,
but the Yellowjackets' defense
forced the Bears into seven
turnovers in the first six minutes of the second half and cut
the lead to 49-44. Hallie
Hutchens then scored eight
straight points in a four-minute
span to give the Bears a comLegislation Clinic, Georgetown U.
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Bryan Cave Moot
Courtroom. 935-6414.

manding 68-59 lead with 1:17
left. Hutchens and senior Diana
Hill finished with 13 points
each. The Bears won their 47th
straight regular-season game
Jan. 26 with a 74-53 victory over
Carnegie Mellon University. The
Bears shot a sizzling .520 (1325) from the field, including
five-of-11 (.467) from threepoint range in the first half.
Kelly Manning finished with a
game-high 18 points and seven
rebounds.
The swimming and diving
team hosted its final meet of the
season as the Bears invited seven
teams to compete in the annual
Washington University
Invitational. The women's team
won with 1,095 points, while
the men's team placed second
with 799.50 points. University
of Missouri-Rolla captured the
men's team title with 915
points. The women's team won
10 individual events and also
captured three relay championships. A trio of freshmen,
who each won two events, led
the Bears. Allie Boettger swept
the 100 (1:08.47) and 200
breaststroke (2:29.68), Tracey
Hendrickson won the 200 individual medley (2:13.46) and the
100 butterfly (1:00.53) and
Jennifer Scott was victorious in
the 200 (2:00.14) and the 500
freestyle (5:16.78). WUSTL also
won the 200-medley relay
(1:53.81), 400 freestyle relay
(3:42.55) and the 800 freestyle
relay (8:04.44). On the men's
side, senior Ryan Braun, who
dove at Millstone Pool for the
final time, went out with a win
as he captured the one-meter
diving with a score of 439.10.
Jura Margulis, pianist. Cost: $15, $10
for students, WUSTL faculty & staff, $5
for WUSTL students. Edison Theatre.
935-6543.

4 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular
Biophysics Seminar. "Protein-protein
and Protein-DNA Interactions in
Transcription Initiation." Tomasz
Heyduk, assoc. prof, of biochemistry &
molecular biology. Cori Aud.,
4565 McKinley Ave. 362-0261.

3 p.m. Master Class. Jura Margulis, prof,
of music, U. of Ark. Tietjens Hall.
935-4841.

Thursday, Feb. 13

Thursday, Feb. 13

Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "Life in
a Microbial World: Exploring the
Molecular Foundations of Symbiotic
Host-bacterial Interactions in the Mouse
and Human Gut." Jeffrey Gordon, Dr.
Robert J. Glaser Distinguished
University Professor and head of molecular biology & pharmacology dept.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 823. 362-2139.

8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Lawrence Fields,
piano. Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge.
935-4841.

1:10 p.m. George Warren Brown School
of Social Work Lecture Series. "The
Future of Social Work." Elizabeth Clark,
exec, dir., National Association of Social
Workers. Brown Hall Lounge. 935-4909.

7 p.m. Play Performance. Wit. Presented
by the Barnes-Jewish Hospital Ethics
Committee and WUSTL School of
Medicine Program for the Humanities.
(Reception and discussion follows.) Eric
P. Newman Education Center. 362-6298.

3 p.m. Mechanical Engineering
Sesquicentennial Colloquium.
"Complex Fluids." Amy Shen, asst. prof,
of mechanical engineering. Cupples II
Hall, Rm. 100. 935-6047.
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic
Science Seminar Series. John Dick,
prof, of molecular and medical genetics,
Hospital for Sick Children, U. of Toronto.
Eric P. Newman Education Center.
454-8566.
4:15 p.m. Earth & Planetary Sciences
Colloquium. "Accelerator and Brakes:
Driving Extension in the Western United
States." Leslie J. Donder, prof, and chair
of earth sciences, Dartmouth College.
McDonnell Hall, Rm. 362. 935-5610.

Music
Saturday, Feb. 1
8 p.m. Faculty Recital. Christine
Armistead, soprano and senior lecturer,
Noel Prince, mezzo-soprano, Hugh
MacDonald, piano and Avis Blewett
Professor of Music, and Elizabeth
MacDonald, cello and dir. of strings.
Steinberg Hall Aud. 935-4841.

Thursday, Feb. 6
8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Tom Byrne, guitar, and his trio. Ridgley Hall, Holmes
Lounge. 935-4841.

Sunday, Feb. 9
3 p.m. Department of Music Recital.

Monday, Feb. 10

On Stage
Friday, Feb. 7

Sports
Friday Jan. 31
6 p.m. Women's Basketball vs.
Brandeis U. Athletic Complex.
935-4705.
8 p.m. Men's Basketball vs. Brandeis U.
Athletic Complex. 935-4705.

Sunday, Feb. 2
1 p.m. Men's Basketball vs. New York U.
Athletic Complex. 935-4705.
3 p.m. Women's Basketball vs. New York
U. Athletic Complex. 935-4705.

And more...
Tuesday, Feb. 4
8 p.m. Writing Program Reading Series.
Jane DeLynn, novelist. Duncker Hall,
Hurst Lounge. 935-7130.

Friday, Feb. 7
7 p.m. Gallery of Art Guided Tours. Tours
of Contemporary German Art: Recent
Acquisitions, Made in France: Art From
1945 to the Present, and Italian
Renaissance Engravings, c. 1470-1510
led by student docents. Gallery of Art:
935-4523.

Will Miller, CEO of Irwin
Financial, to speak Feb. 3
BY LIAM OTTEN

lllill Miller, chairman and
■■chief executive officer of
The Irwin Financial Corp. in
Columbus, Ind., will launch
the School of Architecture's
spring Monday Night Lecture
Series Feb. 3.
Miller, who is presenting
the 2003 Eugene Mackey
Lecture, will speak on
"Architecture in Columbus,
Indiana: A Somewhat Biased
History."
All lectures in this series
are free and open to the public and begin at 6 p.m. in
Steinberg Auditorium in
Steinberg Hall, unless otherwise noted, with a reception
for each speaker held at
5:30 p.m. in Givens Hall.
Miller, who also serves as
chairman of the Tipton Lakes
Co., a real-estate development
firm, was named to the board
of directors of Irwin
Financial in 1985 and named
chairman in 1990. He previously served as president of
Irwin Management Co., a
family investment management firm, and from 1981-83
was an associate at the venture capital firm E.M.
Warburg, Pincus & Co. in
New York City.
Earlier in his career, he
worked as a manager on the
assembly line at Cummins
Engine Co. in South Carolina.
Miller serves on several
corporate and nonprofit
boards, including The
National Building Museum
in Washington, D.C.; The
Heritage Fund of Bartholomew County; and the
New Perspective Fund/
EuroPacific Growth
Fund/New World Fund; and

the Yale University
Investment Committee.
Subsequent lectures are
scheduled as follows:
• Feb. 10: John Loomis,
visiting associate professor,
Stanford University;
• Feb. 17: Yoko Kinoshita
Watanabe & Makato
Watanabe, architects, ADH
Architects, Tokyo;
• Feb. 26 (Wednesday):
Steve Christer, architect,
Studio Granda, Reykjavik,
Iceland;
• March 12 (6:30 p.m.
Wednesday): Marlon
Blackwell, the Ruth and
Norman Moore Visiting
Professor at Washington
University and professor of
architecture at the University
of Arkansas;
• March 17: Julie Snow,
principal, Julie Snow
Architects, Minneapolis;
• March 24: Suha Ozkan,
secretary general, Aga Khan
Foundation, Geneva;
• March 31: Ben Weese,
Cynthia Weese and Dan
Weese of Weese Langley
Weese, architects, Chicago;
• April 4 (Friday): Rafael
Pelli, architect, Caesar Pelli &
Associates, New York;
• April 7: Nasrine Seraji,
chair, Department of Architecture, Cornell University;
• April 14: Charles Laser
of BLUDOT Design, Minneapolis;
• April 21: William
Moorish, the Elwood R.
Quesada Professor of
Architecture, University of
Virginia; and
• April 28: Blair Kamin,
architectural critic, the
Chicago Tribune.
For more information, call
935-6200.

Construction Update
Construction Update is published periodically and provides information about the progress of major University building and renovation
projects on the Hilltop, Medical and West campuses. Information is
provided to the Record by facilities management.

Whitaker Hall for
Biomedical Engineering
Frank C.P. Yin, M.D., Ph.D.,
the Stephen F. and Camilla
T Brauer Professor and chair
of biomedical engineering,
and his staff moved in
Dec. 14, and classes started
Jan. 13.

Earth and Planetary
Sciences
Foundation work continues
to progress while construction workers battled cold
temperatures and snowfall.
The lower level and firstfloor structures are complete, and concrete work on
the second level is under
way. Installation of backfill
around the building is
placed as weather permits.
Rough-ins for mechanical
and electrical systems will
begin shortly in the lower
level.

Olin Library
Level A is nearly completed.
The main electrical switchgear is in place and has been
connected. Work continues
on the perimeter curtain
wall on the ground floor, in
the classroom areas on the
northeast, and on new air

handling equipment and duct
installation. Design work on
the exterior plaza is in
progress with the desire to
have subsurface improvements completed ahead of
pavement, which should be
completed by summer.

Phase III Housing
Concrete floor-pours, the
joist and deck system and
lower-level interior framing
are complete. The electrical
duct bank and fire and water
tie-ins were completed during
a shutdown during the holiday break. Mechanical, electrical, plumbing and fire-protection system rough-ins continue on the lower level and
have begun on the first floor.

276 N. Skinker
Contractors continue with
the rough-ins of mechanical,
electrical, plumbing and fire
protection systems and installation of the interior metal
stud partitions and door
frames. Crews are working to
enclose the building. The roof
is complete and masonry will
start as weather allows.
No large-scale University projects currently are under way at
either the Medical Campus or at
West Campus.
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'Visions of Heaven and Heir
Saturday Seminars announced by University College
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

An untitled
photograph
by Carl
Safe, professor of
architecture,
from the
exhibition
Cuba Si:
Fragments
of Havana,
in Givens
Hall
Jan. 31Feb. 21.

Cuba Si opens in
Givens Hall today
BY LIAM OTTEN

A shadowy man carries a
briefcase through the
decaying streets of Old
Havana. A young woman guards
a booth of tourist tchotchkes
bearing the likeness of Che
Guevara. Shirtless children
observe a fashion shoot while a
slim, young model waits coolly
on an abandoned military barricade.
"Havana is a very beautiful
place — beautiful and comprehensively deteriorated," said Carl
Safe, professor of architecture.
An accomplished photographer, Safe visited Havana in June
for a conference sponsored by
the American Collegiate Schools
of Architecture (ACSA). The
fruits of that trip can be seen in
Cuba Si: Fragments of Havana, an
exhibition of approximately
two-dozen black-and-white
photographs that is on view
Jan. 31-Feb. 21 in Givens Hall.
The show is free and open to
the public and opens with a
reception at 5 p.m. today. At
6:30 p.m., Safe will make an
informal slide presentation in
Givens' Kemp Auditorium.
Safe said that, despite the
repressive regime and desperate
economic circumstances,
Havana "is full of music and life,
and the people are buoyant and
gregariously friendly."
His own photos, he stressed,
"are, as advertised, fragments
and do not pretend to comprehensively describe this complex
capital city. I do hope they communicate the idiosyncratic flavor of an engaging place about
which we know very little."
Art, to begin, seems
omnipresent. In one image, two
women rest against a muralcovered wall, plaid jackets
blending seamlessly with the
twisting, turning, expressionist
forms. In another image, a
group of boys play stickball
before a small, painted chapel
bearing the motto, "La tierra y el
sol se aman," or "The earth and
the sun love you."
Old Havana, with its narrow
alleys and colonial Spanish forts,
offers as a kind of ragged, if
occasionally precarious, Old
World charm. In one of the
exhibition's most striking photos, busboys at a genteel cafe
warily eye a pair of soldiers
standing beneath an incongruous painting of the Eiffel Tower.

Along the Malecon, the
miles-long seawall promenade
at the center of the city's social
life, a group of young men
lounge on a cluster of jagged
rocks and conspicuously ignore
a compatriot precariously balanced on a thin plank stretched
high over the water.
Safe noted that Cuba often
seems to exist in a sort of architectural time warp.
"'Modern' (in Cuba) means
1959," he said. "Buildings like
the Havana Hilton — designed
by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill,
one of the great modernist firms
— had the misfortune to open a
year before the revolution and
became Castro's headquarters
when he took the city.
"Everything pretty much
stopped at that point. On the
other hand, it's all still there."
After four decades, though,
such stasis may be coming to
an end. Safe noted that the
ACSA conferences received,
"the first license the State and
Treasury departments issued
to an organization to go to
Cuba directly from the United ,
States."
And already, signs of a nascent tourist industry were
beginning to emerge — with
huge economic ramifications.
"Tourism turns the whole
system upside-down," Safe said.
"There were Cuban architects
at this conference — educated,
articulate, intelligent professionals. They get paid $25 a
month but don't really have
much to do because there's no
money to build anything."
To make ends meet, professionals of all kinds look to the
almost exponentially better
wages to be earned driving
taxis and staffing hotels and
restaurants.
Still, for the moment,
Havana is "a city of 2 million
people with no neon signs, no
fast-food restaurants, no ATMs
and no cell phones," Safe said.
"It's kind of pure in its deteriorated state.
"As an American, you have
mixed emotions. You don't
want it to stay poor, but it's
beautiful the way it is. We
haven't always done such a
crackerjack job of making cities
in this country beautiful."
Givens Hall's regular hours
are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. MondayFriday. For more information,
call 935-6200.

With the world staring at
much potential turmoil,
University College in Arts &
Sciences is rolling out its
Saturday Seminars series with
an appropriate theme: "Visions
of Heaven and Hell: Conceiving
Peace and War."
Four University faculty .
members will deliver seminars
in February, with David
Lawton, Ph.D., professor and
chair of English in Arts &
Sciences, kicking off the series
Feb. 1 with "Living in Troy:
Chaucer, Homer and Wilfred
Owen."
All seminars are from
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Saturdays
in Goldfarb Auditorium in
McDonnell Hall. Seminars are
free and open to the public, and
a brief question-and-answer
period will follow each talk.
"The topic came from some
initial brainstorming in
University College and was
given final shape in light of the
invitees and their ideas for presentations," said Robert E.

Wiltenburg, Ph.D., dean of
University College and organizer of the Saturday Seminars.
"We actually did most of this
before Iraq became a focus of
attention, but we were clearly
influenced by the sense that we
all have had post-9/11: that
we're living in a world in which
'war' and 'peace' — how we
(and others) think about them,
how we avoid them or choose
them — are central concerns,
not only in politics and military
affairs, but also in our culture
more generally."
Other seminars are:
• Feb. 8: Elizabeth Childs,
Ph.D., associate professor of art
history and archaeology in Arts
& Sciences, "Utopia, Nostalgia,
and Antimodernism: From
Delacroix to Gauguin";
• Feb. 15: Beata Grant, Ph.D.,
associate professor of Chinese
language and literature and
chair of the Department of
Asian and Near Eastern
Languages and Literatures in
Arts & Sciences, "As in the
Mind, So in the World: Visions
of Heaven and Hell in Chinese

Buddhism"; and
• Feb. 22: John Bowen, Ph.D.,
the Dunbar-Van Cleve Professor
in Arts & Sciences and chair of
the Social Thought and Analysis
Program, also in Arts &
Sciences, "Rethinking the Abode
of War in Islam."
"Our aim, as always in this
series, is to give people the
materials and perspectives with
which to think critically about
our situation, about the choices
that confront us, and the ultimate values that inform our
choices," Wiltenburg said. "We
selected for variety of perspectives and quality of faculty.
Each of these presenters is an
excellent speaker, teacher and
scholar.
"Just look at the variety: a
scholar of medieval literature
looking at ancient, medieval and
modern literature of war; an art
historian looking at 19th- and
20th-century images of the best
and the worst imaginable;
together with perspectives from
Chinese Buddhism and from
Islamic thinking about war. This
is a rich and diverse menu."

8th annual Career Week gets under way Feb. 3
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

In today's economic climate,
the prospect of graduating
and looking for a job can be a
daunting experience. However,
The Career Center hopes to
make the process easier for students with the help of its eighth
annual Career Week, which
begins Feb. 3.
The week consists of a variety of special programs aimed
at helping students explore
careers. This year's theme is
"Find Your Career Path," and
the primary vehicles of the
event will be panels and roundtable discussions with professionals from the St. Louis community and beyond.
"We have a number of guest
professionals representing a vast
array of career paths," said
Jennifer Kozak, communications specialist at The Career
Center. "The program will
enable students to explore all
kinds of careers and consider
opportunities they may not
have known existed."
The invited professionals
work in areas as varied as public policy, communications, the
arts, health care, law, nonprofit
and the international arena.
"The professionals are excited to share their career wisdom
with young people just starting
out," Kozak said. "They will discuss what they do, how they got
started and how to break into
their field. They will also offer
suggestions regarding the
internship and job-search
process."
Skill-building workshops, on
topics such as the proper way to
evaluate and negotiate a job

offer, will be offered, as well as
mock interviews and resume
critiques with guest employers.
The week's kickoff event will
feature Ron Rubin, chairman of
The Republic of Tea Co. and coauthor of Success @ Life: A
Zentrepreneur's Guide, How to
Catch and Live Your Dream, from
5:30-7 p.m. Feb. 3 in the
Women's Building Formal
Lounge. The first 50 students to
attend will receive free copies of
his book.
The capstone event will be a
nonprofit resource fair from
2:30-4:30 p.m. Feb. 7 in Umrath
Lounge in Umrath Hall. This
event will feature more than 20
regional nonprofit organizations.
"Students won't want to miss

'

' w

"Students won't want to
miss this opportunity."
JENNIFER KOZAK

this opportunity," Kozak said.
"The events are always extremely informative, and this year we
have an outstanding lineup of
guests."
Career Week events are free
and open to all University students, but an R.S.V.P. is required
for each event. To R.S.V.P. and
for a complete listing of all
events, times and locations, go
online to careers.wustl.edu or
call 935-5930.

Novelist DeLynn to read Feb. 4
BY DOLSY SMITH

Novelist Jane DeLynn will
read from her work at
8 p.m. Feb. 4 for The Writing
Program Reading Series.
The reading is free and
open to the public and takes
place in Hurst Lounge, located
on the second floor of
Duncker Hall. Copies of
DeLynn's works will be available for purchase.
DeLynn is the author of
several novels, including Don
Juan in the Village (1990), Bad
Sex Is Good Sex and In Thrall
(both 1998) and most recently,
Leash (2001).
Her work has met with critical acclaim for its comic and
thoughtfully transgressive por-

trayals of lesbian lifestyles.
"Jane DeLynn is a writer
who looks down the double
barrel of moral ambiguity and
doesn't flinch," said Kellie
Wells, assistant professor of
English in Arts & Sciences. "In
her most recent book, Leash,
she examines transgressive sexuality and selfhood and suggests that nothing is as liberating as having no choice. She
invites readers to embrace the
discomfiture of abdicating
control and walk, with her
characters, that fine line
between disgust and desire.
"This is candid, high-risk
writing at its most compelling."
For more information, call
935-7130.

Yve-Alain Bois to present Sam Fox Arts Center lecture
BY LIAM OTTEN

Yve-Alain Bois, Ph.D., the
Joseph Pulitzer Jr. Professor
of Modern Art at Harvard
University, will speak on "PostWorld War II French Art: After
Abstraction Lyrique" for the
Sam Fox Arts Center at 7 p.m.
Feb. 6.
The talk, which is co-sponsored by the Department of Art
History and Archaeology in Arts
8c Sciences, is free and open to
the public and will take place in
Steinberg Auditorium in
Steinberg Hall. A reception will
immediately follow.
The taflt is held in conjunc-

tion with the exhibition Made in
France: Art From 1945 to the
Present, on view at the Gallery
of Art through April 20.
Bois, chair of Harvard's
Department of Art and
Architecture, has written extensively on 20th-century art. An
editor of the journal October
and a contributing editor for
Artforum, he has authored and
contributed to numerous exhibition catalogs and is currently
preparing the catalogue raisonne of Barnett Newman.
In 1994-95, Bois co-organized the exhibition Piet
Mondrian: The Path to Abstraction
for the Gemeentemuseum in

The Hague, the Musee d'Orsay
in Paris and the Kimbell Art
Museum in Fort Worth, Texas.
Other major exhibitions
include Vinforme, Mode
D'emploi (1996) at the Centre
Georges Pompidou in Paris;
Matisse and Picasso: A Gentle
Rivalry for the Kimbell
Museum; and Ellsworth Kelly:
The Early Drawings 1948-1955 at
Harvard's Fogg Art Museum
(both 1999).
The latter show also traveled
to the High Museum in Atlanta
and the Art Institute of
Chicago, among others.
For more information, call
935-4523.
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Notables
Of note
Karen L. Wooley, Ph.D., professor of chemistry in Arts &
Sciences, has received a one-year,
$450,001 grant from the
National Science Foundation for
research titled "NIRT: One-,
Two- and Three-Dimensional
Superstructured Materials from
Weil-Defined, Complex
Nanoscale Components." ...
James B. Skeath, Ph.D., associate professor of genetics, has
received a one-year, $359,997
grant from the National Science
Foundation for research titled
"Sox-Domain and Homeodomain Proteins: Coordinate

Regulation of DV Patterning of
the Drosophila Nervous
System." ...
Andrew S. Pekosz, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of molecular
microbiology and of pathology
and immunology, has received
a two-year, $229,498 grant
from the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases
for research titled "Hantavirus
Genetics and Respiratory Cell
Interactions." ...
Yousef Abu-Amer, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of
orthopaedic surgery, has
received a four-year, $974,610
grant from the National
Institute of Arthritis and
Musculoskeletal and Skin
Diseases for research titled

"Regulatory Mechanisms of
Inflammatory Osteolysis." ...
Mark Sands, M.D, associate professor of genetics and
of medicine, has received a
three-year, $757,670 grant
from the National Institute of
Child Health and Human
Development for research
titled "Novel Neuronal
Transport Mechanisms of
Lyosomal Enzymes." ...
Dorothy A. Cross, M.D.,
associate professor of neurology, has received a three-year,
$987,525 grant from the
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke
for research titled "The Role
ofBCellsinEAEPathogenesis."

Theatre of St. Louis and many
others. Contributors also
receive the bi-monthly Arts
University's fund-raising Newsletter, where all of these
special deals are listed.
target set for $30,000
But more importantly, that
- from Page 1
$50 contribution will provide
pointe shoes for a ballerina, or
set this year's target at $30,000.
fuel a theater touring van for a
"There are approximately
week, or allow an aspiring
14,000 individuals in the camartist to attend a six-week
pus community who will receive
drawing or painting class. A
this letter," Wrighton pointed
contribution of $100 underout. "If even 2,000 of us gave
writes a summer scholarship,
just $4 a month, we could raise
creates a teacher-education
nearly
packet or sup$100,000! To
plies a needy
those who have
dance student
given before, I
with shoes
"We simply cannot take and clothing.
ask that you
please consider the economic and social
Campaign
increasing your
chair Jeff Pike,
impact of our fine
gift. To those
dean of the
who have never
School of Art,
cultural
organizations
given before,
said, "We simplease consider
for granted."
ply cannot
a small gift to
take
the ecoJEFF PIKE
this important
nomic and
campaign."
social impact
All contribuof our fine
tors of $50 or
cultural
more receive the A&E Card,
organizations for granted. By
which entitles them to receive
supporting the A&E Council,
two-for-one or half-price tickets
we help build a climate of high
to more than 200 events and
expectations and academic
performances each year.
rigor while allowing our young
Participating venues include
people learn vital problemJazz at the Bistro, The Black
solving and critical-thinking
Rep., Dance St. Louis, Opera
skills."

A&E Council

Genetics
Diversity compared in wild,
cultivated populations
- from Page 1

Live from the Women's Building Richard Chapman (left), senior lecturer in Film and Media
Studies in Arts & Sciences, introduces former CNN producer Robert Wiener during a questionand-answer session with students and faculty Jan. 24 in the Women's Building. Chapman and
Wiener co-wrote the HBO original film Live From Baghdad, recently nominated for three Golden
Globe Awards. The film stars Michael Keaton as Wiener and focuses on his experiences filing live
reports — with fellow CNN producer Ingrid Formanek, anchor Bernard Shaw and reporters Peter
Arnett and John Holliman — from the Iraqi capital even as the bombs were falling during the onset
of the 1991 Gulf War.

Faculty members receive promotions, tenure
At the Oct. 4, 2002, and
Dec. 6, 2002, meetings of the
Board of Trustees, the following
faculty members were granted
tenure or appointed with
tenure, effective immediately
unless otherwise noted.

Promoted with tenure:
• Laura J. Bierut, M.D., to
associate professor of psychiatry
• Laura L. Dugan, M.D., to
associate professor of neurology
• Kerry Kornfeld, M.D.,
Ph.D., to associate professor of
molecular biology and pharma-

fessor of radiology
• Jan A. Nolta, Ph.D., associate professor of medicine
• Stuart A. Solin, Ph.D., the
Charles M. Hohenberg Professor
of Experimental Physics in Arts
& Sciences, effective July 1, 2002.
• L. Lewis WaU, M.D., Ph.D.,
associate professor of obstetrics
and gynecology
• Denise E. Wilfley, Ph.D.,
associate professor of psychiatry
• Luis H. Zayas, Ph.D., the
Shanti K. Khinduka Distinguished Professor of Social Work

cology
• Daniel A. Low, Ph.D., to
associate professor of radiation
oncology
• Jeff Michael Michalski,
M.D., to associate professor of
radiation oncology
• Jeffrey H. Miner, Ph.D., to
associate professor of medicine
• James B. Skeath, Ph.D., to
associate professor of genetics

Appointed with tenure:
• William C. Chapman, M.D.,
professor of surgery
• Robert H. Mach, Ph.D., pro-

Go online to hr.wustl.edu (Hilltop Campus) or medicine.wustl.edu/wumshr (Medical Campus) to obtain complete job descriptions.

For the most current
listing of Hilltop
Campus position openings and the Hilltop
Campus application
process, go online to
hr.wustl.edu. For more
information, call 9355906 to reach the
Human Resources
Employment Office at
West Campus.
Senior Medical
Sciences Writer

010108
HVAC Mechanic
(Bargaining Unit
Employee) 020362

Assoc. Dir..
Corporate Relations
020365

Zone Manager

Shuttle Driver

030137

030179

Research Technician

Career Development
Specialist - Grad
Students 020381

030141

Undergraduate
Career Advisor

Research Technician

030181

Physical Therapist
030064
Registered Nurse
030079
Health Services
Physician 030099
Business
Development Coord.

030110
Government
Publications/Reference Librarian

030116
Communications &
Events Coord.

030122

030143
Department
Secretary 030151
Assoc. Dir. of
Development 030163
Administrative Asst.

030164
Reference Asst.
(Evening) 030166
Asst. Director 030167
Lab Technician III

030169

Sr. Prospect
Researcher 030182
Administrative
Asst.
(Environmental
Studies) 030184
Academic
Secretary 030186
Career
Development
Specialist 030187
Assoc. Dir. of Dev.,
Sch. of Engr.

Medical
Campus
This is a partial list of
positions in the
School of Medicine.
Employees: Contact
the medical school's
Office of Human
Resources at
3627196. External
candidates: Submit
resumes to the Office
of Human Resources,
4480 Clayton Ave.,
Campus Box 8002, St.
Louis, MO 63110, or
call 362-7196

Study Coord. 030172

030188

Animal Care
Technician 030951

Admin. Coord.,
External Relations

Administrative
Support & Special
Projects Mgr.

Public Safety
Officer 030978

030173

030191

Campus Watch
The following in :idents were reported to University Police Jan. 22-28. Rear, ers with information that could a ssist in investigating these incidents are urged to call 935- S555. This information is provided as a public service to promote safety awareness and is ava lable on the
University Police Web site at police.wustl.edu.

Jan. 22

Employment
Hilltop
Campus

Miller was accompanied by
University undergraduates Erin
O'Mahoney Cubbison and Anna
Paschke on her two-month-long
field trip through parts of
Central America and Mexico on
this recent project.
The process of domestication
affects the genetic variability of
a species. Domestication occurs
as humans select plants from
wild populations and begin cultivating them; it is this selection
process that impacts genetic
variation of our crop plants.
"We know that, in many of
our major crops, such as corn
and wheat, the genetic variability found in the highly modified
varieties is much less than the
genetic variation harbored in
wild populations," Miller said.
"During the domestication of
our major crops, genetic variation has been lost."

Communications
Officer 030979
Research
Technician II
031006
Research
Technician 031011
Animal Care
Technician 030999
Shipping and
Receiving Clerk

031045
Research
Technician I 031044
Research
Technician II

031004
Secretary I 031014
Clinical Nurse
Specialist 031000
Receptionist

031047

Many tropical crops have not
yet undergone the intensive
selection and breeding characteristic of temperate agriculture.
Because domestication is an
ongoing, evolutionary process,
there are various degrees of
domestication within a single
species, from wild populations
to highly modified agricultural
varieties.
"Some tropical crops appear
to exist in the earlier stages of
domestication and thus provide
an opportunity to document
and conserve genetic variation
in economically important
plants prior to their development into major crops," Miller
said. "I am interested in the origin of genetic diversity in cultivated jocote populations, and
the geographic distribution of
the genetic diversity in both wild
and cultivated populations."
By comparing genetic diversity in cultivated and wild populations, Miller will assess the
proportion of total genetic variation that has been captured in
the numerous types of cultivated jocotes during the course of
domestication.

7:09 a.m. - - A University
maintenan ce worker discovered that a i unknown person
removed tv vo fire extinguishers from th eir storage cases in
Jolley Hall, One of the extinguishers ha d been discharged
throughou t the entire fourth
floor.
.
,
9:12 a.m.- - An unknown
person ent ;red a locked storage closet i n Lopata Hall and
stole box c intaining white
display lett ers of a variety of
sizes.

Jan. 27
7:52 a.m. - - An unknown
person sto] e two mini speakers and twc ) AA batteries used
with a sma 11 stereo headset,
which all v\ 'ere left unattend-

ed in South Brool :ings Hall.
3:2
9 p.m. — A stu dent reported mat on an
J - 23 between
10 a.m-3:30 p.m., an
unknown person took his cell
phone from a fror it zipper
P°cket of his back pack, which
was
located on a s tudy table in
the Iower level llb rary of
Anheuser-Busch 1 lall. Total
loss is estimated a t $300.
8:55
P-m- — A stl ident
reported that a laj )top comPUter was taken b r an
unknown person sometime
between 6:30-8 p. m.

Additionally, Univ ersity Police
responded to five a uto accidents, three report. • of larceny
and one report eac h of telephone harassment, fire alarm
and property dami ige.
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Washington People
As a young girl growing
up in the Mississippi
Delta, Consuelo
Wilkins, M.D., knew she
had an affinity for caring for older adults.
"I grew up in an area where
there was little-to-no formal
health care," Wilkins says about
her hometown of Hollandale.
"There were a number of people
whom I considered my grandparents in one way or another,
and helping them with their
medical needs gave me a lot of
exposure to geriatric care."
From helping the family elders take their medicine correctly
to monitoring their vital signs,
Wilkins played a crucial role in
the health care of her family.
"Taking care of older people
is different than taking care of
younger people," she explains.
"Older adults appreciate even a
small feat, and they all have
something to share and something you can learn from."
Helping care for others was a
lesson that her mother, Shirley
Hopkins, a junior-high and
high-schooi math teacher,
stressed to her children. And
what began as a family tradition

Consuelo Wilkins, M.D., examines a geriatric patient. "Consuelo is
really down-to-earth; patients feel comfortable the minute they meet
her," says nurse clinician Stacy Stiening, who has worked with
Wilkins in the Memory and Aging Project for three years. "But she
doesn't put a glossy coating on things. She is very open and honest, and patients really appreciate that."

An amazing connection
Consuelo Wilkins'
lifelong passion for
caring for older
adults has been an
inspiration to both
her peers and
patients

BY KIMBERLY LEYDIG

Consuelo Wilkins, M.D.
Professional positions: Assistant
professor of internal medicine;
medical director of Barnes-Jewish
Extended Care; clinical investigator
in the Alzheimer's Disease Research
Center
Hobbies: Reading fiction, cooking
and playing tennis
Favorite author: John Grisham
Favorite recipe: Asian dishes
Birthday: July 1,1971

unfolded into Wilkins' passion
of caring for others, especially
the elderly.
Equipped with her mother's
appreciation for a good education and her own desire to study
medicine, Wilkins ventured
away from her hometown to
Howard University in
Washington, D.C.
Having grown up in a sheltered, small town, the big city
was a bit of a culture shock —
but in a good way.
"Life in Hollandale was fairly
simple; we didn't even have
public transportation or fastfood restaurants," she says.
"When I got to D.C, there were
lots of new and exciting things
to experience."
Wilkins thrived in her new
surroundings, and she earned
bachelor's and medical degrees
from Howard in seven years.
She also met her husband,
Kenneth Wilkins II, at medical
school. They are expecting their
first child in March.
After graduating from
Howard, Consuelo completed a
residency in internal medicine at
Duke University and then came
to St. Louis in 1999 for a fellowship in geriatric medicine at
Washington University.
Kenneth, meanwhile, began his
residency in family medicine at
Saint Louis University.
Now an assistant professor of
medicine in the Division of
Geriatrics and Gerontology and
the medical director of Barnes-

Consuelo Wilkins (second from right) is joined by (from left) her
aunt Alice Logan, cousin Tammi Logan and husband, Kenneth
Wilkins II, at a local charity event.

Jewish Extended Care, a 120-bed
nursing facility, Consuelo
Wilkins is at the forefront of
Alzheimer's disease and dementia
research and clinical care.
Wilkins masterfully balances
research, teaching and clinical
work — a combination that she
insists is the most rewarding

standing, reassuring and sensitive to the concerns of older
adults," Morris says. "Our current medical climate discourages doctors from spending
much time with patients, but
this is precisely what elderly
persons most need and desire.
"She allows her patients
ample time to discuss their
problems and then plans with
them a considered approach to
address their medical needs."
Wilkins and Morris work

"Dr. Wilkins is patient, understanding, reassuring
and sensitive to the concerns of older adults.... She
allows her patients ample time to discuss their
problems and then plans with them a considered
approach to address their medical needs."
JOHN

C. MORRIS

approach to health care.
"I love to talk to patients and
get to know them, and I don't
think I would give that up for
anything," she says. "But clinical
research offers the opportunity to
combine both.
"Just being around my
patients and making them smile
or seeing them get better is so
fulfilling."

Manners of the heart
Nurses, physicians and
patients agree that Wilkins'
warm, comforting bedside manner stands out in a current medical climate that sometimes hurries patients through the system.
Nurse clinician Stacy Stiening,
who has worked with Wilkins in
the Memory and Aging Project
for three years, says patients feel
an instant comfort with Wilkins.
"Consuelo is really down-toearth; patients feel comfortable
the minute they meet her,"
Stiening says. "But she doesn't
put a glossy coating on things.
She is very open and honest, and
patients really appreciate that."
John C. Morris, M.D., the
Harvey A. and Dorismae Hacker
Friedman Professor of Neurology
and professor of pathology and
immunology, admires the time
and thoughtfulness Wilkins
shares with her patients.
"Dr. Wilkins is patient, under-

closely together on the Memory
and Aging Project, a research
program in which older adults,
with and without memory difficulties, are followed to learn
more about the causes of memory problems associated with
aging.
According to the Alzheimer's
Association, roughly 4 million
Americans have Alzheimer's —
one in 10 people over age 65
and nearly half of people over
age 85.
Fourteen million Americans
will have the disease by 2050
unless a cure or means of prevention is found.
"The older population is
growing exponentially, and
there already aren't enough
geriatricians to take care of all
the older adults," Wilkins says.
"In the next 20 years, it will be
critical that physicians incorporate geriatric principles into
their care."
Wilkins' research also focuses
on the interaction of dementia
with physical frailty, including
osteoporosis, falls and loss of
muscle strength.
One of her other research
interests is to investigate the
relationship between vitamin D
and frailty.
"Vitamin D is important in a
number of issues such as bone
and muscle health, and it may

have more of an impact on
mood and memory then we
think," she says.
Wilkins and her colleagues
hope to soon receive funding to
study how much vitamin D
replacement therapy actually
impacts people.
"Consuelo is incredibly
bright and stays very current on
the latest literature," says David
B. Carr, M.D., associate professor of medicine and clinical
director of the Division of
Geriatrics and Nutritional
Science. "Yet she has that nice
balance of clinical judgment
and at the same time utilizes
new and important information
from the literature."
Morris adds that Wilkins
represents "the honored tradition of physicians who are sensitive and caring, but who also
have mastered the new medical
advances and techniques that
allow them to provide state-ofthe-art diagnoses and treatments."

Getting the word out
Wilkins wants to make that
groundbreaking medical care
accessible to minority populations. Morris says that Wilkins
has been a tireless and effective
advocate for increasing the
involvement of AfricanAmericans in University studies.
Despite a high incidence rate
and the importance of early
detection, osteoporosis and
Alzheimer's are particularly
under-diagnosed within the
African-American community.
In an effort to adjust that imbalance, Wilkins is involved with
recent efforts at the School of
Medicine to ensure that research
and clinical-care opportunities
are accessible and welcoming to
local minority populations.
Wilkins also serves on the
Mound City Medical Forum, a
local group of minority physicians that treats everything from
infant mortality to heart disease. Wilkins aids the cause by
giving lectures at local churches
and other gatherings to help
increase awareness and education in the African-American
community.
At the medical school,
Wilkins serves on the Alzheimer's Disease Research
Center's African-American
Advisory Board. She also volunteers with the Saturday clinic at
the medical school, where she
supervises students as they treat
patients.
Although she enjoys treating
and working with infants and
young people with the Mound
City Medical Forum and the
Saturday clinics, Wilkins' true
passion lies with caring for
older adults.
"In general, older adults are
more accepting of life and of
not being perfect," she explains.
"Younger people tend to want
their pain fixed quickly so they
can get back to feeling perfect
and go on with their lives. Older
adults are often more accepting
of the disease state and don't
have unrealistic expectations.
They are also very appreciative
and giving."
Ever since she cared for her
grandparents as a little girl in
Mississippi, Wilkins' lifelong
passion for caring for older
adults has been an inspiration
to both her peers and patients.
"Consuelo is extremely
thoughtful, caring and, most
importantly, listens and communicates well with her patients,"
Carr says. "She has a wonderful
connection with her older-adult
patients and families."

